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About the Seminar... 


Iravatham Mahadevan (2 October 1930 — 26 November 2018) was 
an Indian epigraphist and civil servant, known for his decipherment 
of Tamil-Brahmi (Tamili) inscriptions and for his expertise on the 
epigraphy of the Indus Valley Civilisation. 


Mahadevan successfully passed the Indian Administrative Service 
examinations held in 1953 and was allotted to the Tamil Nadu cadre. 
Mahadevan worked as an Assistant Collector in Coimbatore district 
and Sub-Collector at Pollachi. In 1958, Mahadevan was transferred to 
Delhi as Assistant Financial Advisor in India’s Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry serving from 1958 to 1961. In 1961, Mahadevan was 
posted to Madras as Deputy Secretary in Government of Tamil Nadu’ 
Industries Department and served as Director of Handlooms and 
Textiles Department from 1962 to 1966. Mahadevan voluntarily retired 
from the civil service in 1980. 


Among the contributions of ancient Tamil script as a pioneer, 
Padmasri Iravatham Mahadevan is considered as a proponent and 
pioneer in bringing out publications like “The Corpus of Tamil Brahmi 
Inscriptions (1966), “Early Tamil Epigraphy: From the earliest times 
to the sixth century AD (2003); Also the revised and enlarged second 
edition of the same in 2014; Aham and Puram, Address signs of the 
Indus script (2010) 





Mahadevan turned his interest to the decipherment of the Indus script, 
for which he was awarded the Jawaharlal Nehru Fellowship in 1970. 
This resulted in the publication of The Indus Script, which has from the 
time of its publication in 1977 remained the most important source book 
on the subject. In this work, Mahadevan identified the signs on the Indus 
seals in terms of their frequency and positional distribution, and the 
distribution of the images or object-types that the signs represented. He 
also mapped, among other things, the geographical spread of the signs. 
His work is now a classic in Harappan studies. 


Mahadevan resumed work on the Tamil Brahmi inscriptions in 
1991 and accepted a three-year National Fellowship from the Indian 
Council of Historical Research in 1992, which led to the publication of 
Early Tamil Epigraphy. He continued work on the Indus script in later 
years, and established the Indus Research Centre at the Roja Muthiah 
Research Library in Chennai as a platform to promote research in this 
field. Mahadevan served as the General President of the Indian History 
Congress in 2001, and the Government of India awarded him the 
Padmasri in 2009. 


Incommemoration of Padmasrilravatham Mahadevan’ contribution 
to Tamil language, it is desired to conduct an International seminar 
entitled “Early Tamil Culture and Heritage” every year by Tamil Nadu 
State Department of Archaeology. This attempt is considered as a more 
suitable and relevant gesture of hailing his laudable service to the Tamil 
language and society. 
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MOTHER GODDESSES IN THE 
DRAVIDIAN LINGUISTICS LANDSCAPE 


Dr. R. Balakrishnan, I.A.S.,(Retd.) 


Honourary Consultant 

Indus Research Centre 

Roja Muthiah Research Library 
Chennai 





he ancient extant divine entity of South Asia traceable archaeologically was 

Female. The earliest segments of Vedic traditions are dominated by male 
deities. However, in the subsequent Indian mythologies powerful goddesses 
become very common. How to reconcile this? If Mother Goddess or some sort 
of female divinities formed the central core of Indus Valley Civilization’s faith 
system how to track its continuity in the cultures within the Indian subcontinent? 
This presentation seeks to find some answers to these questions by exploring the 
Dravidian linguistic landscape, Old Tamil texts and certain Dravidian Tribes of 
Odisha and other places. 





RECENT ARCHAEOGENETIC 
RESEARCH AT THE HARAPPAN SITE OF 
RAKHIGARHI 


Prof. Vasant Shinde 


Former Vice — Chancellor 





Deccan College (Deemed to be University), Pune 


ecent archaeological and genetic research at the largest Harappan City of 

Rakhigarhi in Haryana by an international team has settled the issue of the 
authors of Indian Culture. The roots of Indian culture and genes go back to the 
Harappan Culture that flourished in the Indian subcontinent from the middle 
of sixth to the middle of the second millennium BCE. The DNA research at 
Rakhigarhi indicates that the Harappans were indigenous people who have 
authored most of the cultural developments including urbanization in this part of 
the world. Continuity in genetic history, material culture and human complexion 
from the Harappan times to the present negates the so-called Aryan invasion or 
migration theory. Due to trade and movement of the people mixing of genes of 
different people happened right from the beginning of the settled life. Scientific 
archaeological, genetic and craniofacial data in this respect from various Harappan 
sites will be highlighted with the help of visuals in this lecture. 
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EARLY PORTS AND TRADE NETWORK 
OF THE EAST COAST 


Dr. Sunil Kumar Patnaik 


Sr. Archaeologist and 

Member Secretary 

Odishan Institute of Maritime & 
South East Asian Studies 
Odisha, Bhubanaeswar 





he Archaeological explorations and excavations along the East Coast of 

India, precisely from Tamluk (Tamralipti) to Nagapattinam and Korkai 
have unearthed number of early historical port sites which are explored and 
some them excavated. These sites are well of represented in entire East Coast 
stretching from Bengal to Tamilnadu which shared the common maritime history 
and heritage of the states of West Bengal, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil 
Nadu. The excavated materials such as rouletted ware, NBP, knobbed ware, 
coins, beads, and semi-precious stones together with monumental remains such 
as Stupas, Chaityas, Monasteries, Temples and inscriptions have shed new light 
on the trade mechanism of the East Coast on the Bay of Bengal. In fact, the East 
Coast was played a major role throughout history to connect people and culture 
of South East Asia and Roman world. Ancient Odisha or Kalinga played a major 
role in the maritime trade activities in Indian Ocean region beginning from the 
3 century BCE to the rise of Cholas in the early 11" century CE. This paper 
delineates the trade phenomenon of the early period with special references to 
recent explored sites of Palura, Kalingapatna, Visakahapttana etc. The early trade 
network of the East Coast which are revolved around the historic towns, is one 
of the major areas of study to understand the cultural heritage of the Coromandel 
Coast. The paper is more concentrated on the recent explored site of Palur port 
site in the Odishan coast which is well refereed in the historical literature and 
one of the major ports linking entire East Coast during the early historical period. 





HARAPPAN ELEMENTS IN 
TAMIL CULTURE- AN OVERVIEW 


Dr. D. Dayalan 


Archaeological Consultant 
Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology 





he Harappan civilization, which flourished during the third millenntum BCE 

in the Indus and adjoining river valleys, had an extensive trade and cultural 
contacts with the contemporary civilizations in the Indian subcontinent and 
beyond. The excavations of the Harappan Civilization at various sites reveals 
the excellent talent of the Harappan people in developing the art and architecture 
of par excellence. There was an extensive maritime trade network between the 
Harappan and Mesopotamian civilizations as early as the 3 millennium BCE. 
The seals and sealings, weights, beads, ivory items, pottery and a few others of 
Harappan make or bearing obvious Harappan influence are found distributed 
in Mesopotamia, Oman (Magan), United Arab Emirates, Bahrain (Dilmun), 
Failaka Island, Iran and Central Asia. The Harappans had also maintained an 
extensive interaction with the contemporary Neolithic and Chalcolithic cultures 
in the other parts of India. The Neolithic culture, the early farming community in 
India, has been established in five different geographical regions. The prevalence 
of the Neolithic culture in south India, which 1s almost contemporary to the 
Harappan culture, is well attested by the discovery of a large number of sites 
of this culture in this region. The traces of exchange of materials and cultural 
interaction between these two cultures indicate that the Neolithic people of Tamil 
Nadu had either direct or indirect contact with the Harappan people. There is a 
resemblance of the graffiti marks, pottery making-techniques and shapes, living 
patterns, burial practices, tools and the art objects found in the Neolithic and the 
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Megalithic cultures of Tamil Nadu with the Harappan ones. Such similarities in 
these cultures are not mere coincidence, but they are the result of the infiltration of 
human thought and imagination from one culture to the other. The paper deals in 
detail the possible trade and cultural contact of Harappans with the contemporary 
people in South India in general and Tamil Nadu in particular. The paper also 
discusses the probable residues of the Harappan cultural features in the Iron 
Age/megalithic culture of south India in general and Tamil Nadu in particular. 








IM77 —-WEB CONCORDANCE AND THE 
FUTURE OF INDUS CONCORDANCE 


G. Sundar 


Director 
Roja Muthiah Research Library 


ravatham Mahadevan published the Indus Concordance in 1977 for ASI. 

This entire work was done at the TIFR, Mumbai. This is the only published 
Concordance available. Hence Indus researchers have been wanting to access 
the database. In collaboration with the Tamil Nadu State Department of 
Archaeology, RMRL has made the dataset available for search purposes on an 
online platform through <indusscript.in>. This is now called the IM77 Web 
Concordance. However, this is not complete according to Iravatham Mahadevan. 
He wanted us to work on the new updated concordance which will encompass 
data for all the inscribed objects excavated so far. This has been published in 
four volumes by Asko Parpola. This is only a pictorial representation. Hence 
we need to identify signs and allocate numbers and develop this as a new data 
set that will form the basis for the new concordance. This presentation will deal 
with all these aspects. 
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EXCAVATIONS AT KADEBAKELE: HUNTING 
AND HERDING, FARMING AND FOOD 
IN NEOLITHIC, IRON AGE, AND EARLY 
HISTORIC SOUTHERN INDIA 


Prof. Kathleen D. Morrison 


Sally and Alvin V. Shoemaker Professor, Anthropology 
Chair, Department of Anthropology 
Curator in Charge, Asian Section 





University Museum of Archaeology & Anthropology 
University of Pennsylvania, USA 


he site of Kadebakele lies on the north bank of the Tungabhadra River in 

what 1s now Koppal District, Karnataka. Excavated in collaboration with the 
Karnataka Department of Archaeology, Museums, and Heritage between 2005 
and 2010, Kadebakele was a village or small town from the southern Neolithic 
through to the 16" century; after that, it continued to be used for farming and 
grazing. We report on the evidence of plant and animal use from the southern 
Neolithic, Iron Age, and Early Historic periods, bringing together the analysis 
of animal bones, plant remains, and artifact and feature analysis shed light on 
changing patterns of hunting and herding as well as farming and food. 





IRAVATHAM MAHADEVAN’S EARLY TAMIL 
EPIGRAPHY AND HIS CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE UNDERSTANDING OF PROTO — 
DRAVIDIAN LINGUISTICS 


Prof. Appasamy Murugaiyan 


Associate Professor 
Iranian and Indian Worlds Research Unit 
National Centre for Scientific Researchers 





Paris 


his paper is an attempt to acknowledge with gratitude the contribution 

of Iravatham Mahadevan’s Early Tamil Epigraphy to the better 
understanding of Dravidian and Tamil historical syntax, language change and 
typological changes. Iravatham Mahadevan in his Early Tamil Epigraphy has 
provided us with valuable first-hand data and analysis enabling the researchers 
to explore further the earliest linguistic dimensions of Proto-Dravidian as well 
of the ancient Tamil. I will use data from Tamil-Brahmi or Tamili inscriptions 
(3 BCE - 6" CE), few later Tamil inscriptions. I propose to examine, in light 
of the epigraphic data, a few of the important issues in the Dravidian and Tamil 
historical syntax: the major structural changes and the typological shift from 
analytic to an agglutinative pattern, the major syntactic structures used at the 
phrasal, clausal and sentential levels, the variations in the word order typology 
and other salient features of the earliest Tamil inscriptions. 
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VIVIAN LINGUISTICS LANDSCAFE 


SOME REMINISCENCES OF PADMASRI 
IRAVATHAM MAHADEVAN 


Dr. S. Swaminathan 


Former Deputy Superintending Epigraphist 
Archaeological Survey of India 





M: association with Iravatham Mahadevan Sir goes back to 1995 when he 
visited Mysore to collect materials for his work Early Tamil Epigraphy. 
Daily I used to interact with him and was amazed at his scholarship and his 
other qualities of head and heart. In fact, 1t was Iravatam Sir, who initiated me 
into the mysteries of Tamil Brahmi inscriptions and he used Tamil-Brahami 
inscriptions along with their meaning. He was a tireless worker. He often 
emphasised to learn Sanskrit and linguistics for they are sin quo non for any 
Epigraphist. I accompanied him on three tours viz Edakkal, and Elutttukal in 
Kerala and Tamattukallu in Karnataka. I saw his energy and enthusiasm in situ. 
He was a perfectionist and left nothing for granted. He used to reminisce about 
his earlier days. I learnt a lot from him 





THE FIRST EXCAVATIONS AT HARAPPA 


Omar Khan 


Independent Researcher 





he history of puzzles leading up to the first excavations by Daya Ram 

Sahni in January 1921 are discussed with slides recently launched on 
Harappa.com as part of a 1,000 slide series on Harappa 1921-1934. Long unseen 
images and texts by archaeologists, especially the two primary Indian excavators 
of the site, Sahni and Madho Sarup Vats, will be shown in this reflection on 
archaeological and photographic history. 
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SPRITUALITY vs RELIGIOSITY : THE 
MUCIRI PATTTANAM STORY 


Prof. P.J. Cherian 


Former Director 
Kerala Council of Historical Research 





his paper explores the single piece of evidence: a five letter Tamil Brahmi graffito 

onarim ofa huge terracotta pot which Dr. Iravatham Mahadevan helped to 
decipher. He read the inscription as “Amanar” meaning a sage belonging to Jain 
or Buddhist traditions. The style of the letters allow the script to be dated to the 
2™century CE. 


The paper further attempts to explore the spirituality and religiosity of the 
Sangam Age based on the material evidence so far unearthed at Pattanam. 
The effort is to tentatively suggest a new framework that does not rely on the 
meanings of spirituality and religiosity of the Semitic and caste societies. 





ME TROLOGICAL UNITS, TAX AND LICENSE 
CATEGORIES, MODES OF TAX PAYMENT: 
SEMANTIC SCOPES OF SIGNS THAT 
FREQUENTLY OCCUR IN PHRASE-FINAL 
AND PRE-PHRASE-FINAL POSITIONS IN 
INDUS SCRIPT 


Bahata Ansumali Mukhopadhyay 


Independent Researcher 





ndus Script is one of the most enigmatic aspects of Indus valley civilization. 

In previous papers, the author has established the semasiographic/logographic 
nature of Indus inscriptions, and has argued that the inscribed seals and tablets 
were used for taxation, licensing, craft and trade control, access control, etc. 
These papers also discussed how different segments of Indus inscriptions encoded 
different types of information, such as tax categories, taxed commodities, licensed 
craft-making activities, tax-rates, types of tax-receiving entities, etc. Building 


on these findings, the present article focuses on certain phrase-final ( OR. 


ER Oh) R. vena phrase- final (2, ag UP Ye a x fl if (Q) 
signs, and certain phytomorphic Geile ‘l Y Wl tt Ny mn ii Ben 


frequently occur in terminal positions, preceded by Che Wane signifying 
tax-rates. In ancient civilizations like Mesopotamia and Egypt, where taxes 
were paid in kinds, standardized vessels and weights, embodying standardized 
metrological units, were used in revenue collection. Thus, certain words, which 
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signified such vessels and weights, were also used as tax names. In ancient India 
(Arthasastra), to facilitate revenue collection, vessels and weights of different 
denominations of the same volumetric and weight-based units (e.g., ‘drona’ 
and “dharana’’), were used for revenue (ayamana) and trading (vyavaharika), 
where the revenue-measures were greater than the trade-measures. Thus certain 
tax-collectors and revenue centres were called ‘dronamapaka’ (‘who measures 
drona’) and ‘dronamukha’ respectively. But ‘drona’ originally meant a “wooden 
vessel”, whereas ‘dharana’ meant “bearing/carrying”. Another weight, called 
“bhara”, also meant “a yoke for carrying burdens”. Later, in Gurjara-Pratthara 
dynasty, a tax called ‘skandhaka’ was taken at a certain rate per shoulder-load 
(‘skandha’ means shoulder). Now, considering the graphemic relationship of the 


jar-like phrase-final sign ih with the jar-like metrological signs ( 1 1A ‘tg 


c > il I Wi 
jie V. U, ivi UW) and the unmistakable resemblance of MN based signs with 
load-bearers, this paper argues that these signs were related to certain volumetric 


and weight-based standards of IVC, and they metonymically signified certain 
broad tax categories. It further argues that at least some of the phytomorphic 
signs signified certain taxes on food-grains and/or fibre-crops, or taxes paid by 
such commodities. Considering the iconicity of certain pre-phrase-final signs 


(e.g., i ), and their close relationship with the phrase-final signs, this study 
claims that such signs signified various modes of tax-payment. 





NEOLITHIC CULTURE AS REVEALED FROM 
MODUR EXCAVATIONS 
DHARMAPURI DISTRICT, TAMIL NADU 


kK. Sridaran 


Former Deputy Superintending Archaeologist 
Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology 





Archaeology studies the story of Man’s past through his material remains. 
Archaeology as a discipline has developed into several dimensions and can be 
broadly divided into Pre-Historic Archaeology and Historical Archaeology. 
The story of Mankind starts from Palaeolithic and passes through- Mesolithic, 
(Microlithic culture) Neolithic and finally to Historical period. 


NEOLITHIC CULTURE 


In the cultural history of Mankind, the Neolithic Age marks the concluding 
phase of the stone age culture. This age is characterised by the introduction 
of more developed typo-technological features. Man transformed from “food 
gathering stage to food producing stage”. The significance of this age is the 
evolution of grinding and polishing of stone after they were fashioned by the 
usual flaking techniques. As a result the worked tool was usually smooth having 
rounded edges. The salient feature of this age are settled life, domestication of 
animals, manufacture of pottery and ground stone tools. So this period 1s called 
as “Neolithic Revolution”. 
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TAMIL NADU 


In Tamil Nadu - Vellore, Salem, Krishnagiri and Dharmapuri districts yielded 
large number of Neolithic tools. The hills such as Shevroy, Vattamalai, Kalrayan 
and Javadi Hills are favourable habitats for the growing of Neolithic Culture. 


HABITATION SITES 


Some of the important Neolithic habitation sites in Tamil Nadu like Patryampalli, 
Chandrapuram, Gollapalli, Togarapalli, Panidimaduvu, Dailamalai Mullikkadu, 
Kappalavadi and Bargur in this region show evidence of Neolithic Culture. 


ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS 


The excavations were conducted in places like Patyampalli, Mayiladumparai, 
Mallappadi, Guttur, Mullikkadu, Togarapalli, Odugattur and Modur in Dharmapuri 
District. 


MODUR 


Modur 1s located about 15 km North-West of Dharmapuri town. The name 
of the village is derived from the word Mudir, which means ancient or old in 
Tamil. The village Modur is more or less a raised and undulating landscape with 
a number of mounds in close proximity. Three district habitation mounds are 
noticed in between the three hillocks. The first two mounds yielded black and red 
ware and brown ware indicating these mounds belong to the Iron Age. Another 
mound locally called as Kottaimedu and also as Boothimedu (ash mound) 


EXPLORATION 


These areas were explored in 1989 by a team of Archaeologists consisting of 
Dr. K.Rajan, S. Selvaraj and T. Subramanian. Several antiquities of Neolithic 
and Megalithic period were collected by them. Stone implements like Neolithic 
stones, Hammer stones, Rubbing Stones, Polishing stone also collected from 
this site. This village is also surround by important Archaeological sites like 
Panaiyakulam, Palavadi, Kolakattur, Kadagattur and Bikhanahalli. 


EXCAVATIONS at MODUR 


Archaeological excavations conducted at Modur in the year 2004 - 2005 by 
the State Department of Archaeology, Govt. of Tamil Nadu. 15 trenches were 





laid in Modur village. The excavations yielded Neolithic pottery like grey ware, 
burnished red ware, brown ware and tan ware. 


The Modur excavation yielded seventeen (17) Neolithic Celts. Stone objects 
like sling stone, spheroid Rubbers, Flat grinding oval discoid, grooved hammers, 
stone dabber, polishing stone are also obtained. Significant finds like Mother 
Goddess (2), animal figure ram, terracotta Mould and other antiquities are 
obtained in the excavation. 


Three cultural phases were identified in the excavation Period - I (3000-100 
B.C.E.,) 1s characterised by Neolithic Celts and also obtained in the layer - lower 
most level. 


Period II is characterised by Black and Red ware and other pottery and iron 
objects. 


Period III is characterised by Terracotta objects and figurines. 


The Archaeological excavation at Modur gave more invaluable antiquities of 
Neolithic age and further. 


Further excavations in this region will throw more light on Neolithic Culture 
of Tamil Nadu. 
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REMINISCENCES ABOUT SRI. IRAVATHAM 
MAHADEVAN: SOME FUTURE DIRECTIONS 
IN INDUS CIVILIZATION RESEARCH AND 
THEIR LINKS WITH IRON AGE ‘TAMIL NADU 


Dr. N. Ganesan 


Independent Researcher, NASA 
Houston, Texas, USA 





S ri. Iravatham Mahadevan started his professional career as a sub-collector 
of Pollachi taluk 1n Coimbatore. I will share some his rare photographs as a 
young I.A.S officer during his visits to our village for explaining Parambikulam 
— Ahiyar Irrigation project, Vinoba Bhave’s Bhuudaan movement and visits to 
Sulakkal Mariamman temple car festival. These pictures have not been published 
before. Harvard Oriental Series (HOS) is a century+ old publication series in 
Indology discipline from the ivy league Harvard University. The first book 
about Tamil in the prestigious HOS 1s Iravatham’s Early Tamil Epigraphy, and 
will tell some memories of how this book project got going. Also, about some 
of IM’s views about Sembiyan Kandiyur cert. I will discuss some connections 
of the sign of the megalithic pottery sherds found in Saanur, Mangudi, Muciri, 
and now from Keezhadi also. Iravatham Mahadevan called the sign as Muruku 
sign, while Indologist Parpola calls the sign as crocodile sign. I will show some 
of the continuity of the so called Muruku sign from the Rock Art of Central India 
at Satkunda and Bhimbetka and also, the sign in Pre-Mauryan Punch Marked 
coins, such as the one found in Keezhadi excavations. 





TAMIL-BRAHMI INSCRIPTIONS AND 
SETTLEMENT PATTERNS Oi sien 
HISTORIC TAMIZHAGAM 


Dr. V. Selvakumar 


Associate Professor 

Department of Maritime History and Marine 
Archaeology 

Tamil University 





Thanjavur 


§ eto. inscriptions are found in various sites across Tamil Nadu. The 
sites of their occurrence can be categorized into A) Caves and Rock shelters 
B) Village Settlements C) Urban Settlements. The sites yielding inscriptions 
cannot be seen in isolation and they need to be viewed as part of the settlement 
patterns on the landscapes. The inscriptions are often associated with sites that 
are connected with trade routes and major settlements. In the context of caves 
and shelters, they could be seen as centres of ideologies. Most often names of 
merchants occur in the cave shelters suggesting that the merchants visited these 
sites and perhaps offered worship. In the context of inscriptions on the ceramic 
vessels and objects and coins they are labels of identities of the individuals. 
A large concentration of the rockshelters with inscriptions is found around 
Madurai and along the trade routes. The coastal sites and industrial sites have 
higher number of inscriptions on ceramic vessels. It appears that the quantity of 
inscriptions of pottery is in proportionate to the importance of the settlement and 
their commercial and political and religious affiliations. This paper discusses the 
settlements contexts and patterns of the sites with Tamil Brahmi inscriptions. 


5 ON EARLY TAMIL CULTURE AND HERITAGE - ABSTRACT 


a® 
- 


y SP ge a2 i Repay 
re aa ees Ss “ig * & ent 
7 =. i 2 aS i - 7 ook 
<p ee ae 


2 J . et an eee 2S 
eS el ERE pe. aad 
. rig a) re as sath \iee oe 


a Ves a MO a he 4 ¥ 

¢ P ie i J 
Pepe, se < i Pe 
"nteed! ¥ , Je Wi Bart Be a, wagiy™ 

d Aare mY Wi — Ste ae 
et oes ee Pea ine as oo 





Elev SLOlip — WITT SevOleuLchHet LoMILIMT ene 


Dr. V. Vedachalam 


Former Senior Epigraphist 





Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology 


[s)) | eens LILO TEoTCSMLWomuU, SWWENTGETlL (pHoOlw OQLmiserfleo 
GSOTLMWOULL Slip — Mons SoOoLmSor GMSH MMMEUSWo 

LOST CHEUCOT, S. QUT EQ6oT GLIMEOTM ShUISUMTEMT HEMT SHWE OWI) SLO] SHHHISHODEM 

GeuefluilcberercorT. HeummlmG Ceumipemmusled QuNCHeN gM SUMWILILSHTEMT Ss}. 


STSUULIQ UIE Hew Hs FHISHTOOS SLAP —LITML HChBevedlev euHL0 ‘S119 Guinrest 
TEOTM QETHOIMG Liecoflwiten, CFOUSEO CTEM] Fr M/EUusDHoOML HevoeuLhs 
AeOL SS UGA BAYA HS FT weoreoronss SmhSourwiiyeroen sy. 
LINeOoTIQ. WIT, LieveoeUuT Cureorm CGuITETSEHSHS SLHUULh HUTSEOHSOGHS 
HJOMSOOT GEU6SoT(hLO CLIT HI (LNOTEUTH A] LIGOOPOSWUYLO Flr MT FT LOTLevremITs GMS GLO 
OlFTEDEOTE GE Qescmools HHH Gouedorig Were]. LOCHMHAITEUTLO LIEOSUCOT HITEHF}| 
EUIEDEDLD HEVEIGUL_(h wGwiHATGurdHenrEscH SIG. WITT CUULITHLI|LIGODIT & (0H LO GS6OT 
Bibs Geooteot Teor DI Gn. DEUS Qs emeot 2 MIFUUhHSHIA Ms]. erooT Gow STHUILILIGL 
UGHFlUIY UNCooWHSGHS SHHUUL 2p OUT #mmre LOT Lileot 6orir &, Fon 
LOGUTEUTEOTITE SEU HTHLILILLGS HEVGIOUL1G.60 6UHLO Sig Guest eT6OT G\EITEDED ED 
Elanerer aimiuciyerersy). Coed QeacdOeutig.ed aicHld TGed crestm Aemevenen 
QOLuUGuUUTTSCeu esrrenenGeucoor(bio. 


LOLOTEoTCSMWEOL SCHret SOCSULIG.60 EU(HLO ‘Gu eredTm HEMEdEMeD Lich, 
LILL ereoTM MleMoorTgOH FTES (lLPHH] WeMOOWINENE OQFTOOONS SOMMEUSLWO 
LOSNEHEUT SH HOUH!] OUNTHSA(PemL WSTSS CHreormelevemed. Heo smteveneo 





QLvEUWITTs Cou Hetero Gexedor (LD. GLOEYILD S1AHE0ENEULLG.6D EU(IHLD SorL QYITHT ETEOT 
DeremT LIEOLOMEoT CSMLDEHLIUIC HAI LAGHSH SMTeneveviles Germ ch erevemeouslev 
© EME GLOLILD SLL AUYTITSES SHS OUMWULIMEdEmed. He1eEp, MT YeoloreorCanwenusG 
AHA MOOEOSWIMMILO UITSHSWLW Qemovoruji Q-_sFlaioren Qeorm 
GEMETLTL CTEOTM| HEWOLPSSLILICHLO Qa TSCEu OHSS Geucdorchlo. Peuey,flayierren 
SVGOULbaetleod Gea tLe croorGM SGMIUMGL_UUbAM Sy. 


SILICO GEMLO (LO6oTSEOTIMIT CHMUNED) HEDEEULLG.ED EXI(THLD GLG. 60a ETEOTI G\ETTEDEDED 
OULELTLI|S SOUMTHEOUS GMSGLW SQGSICOuTh QuuILhS SHMEUT SET sor19. 
SHUOYOESWIWYLD QLD ersorm) sgTTEusHLD oSnSHoreor Sr Mog) Wormie ye Glug. 
HOVEULIGED CUIHLD HIQEMH CTOOM QETVEMOOS SMMPFOFMTOVOONSS CME (h 
AFeDed QLUEUWMTTES Ce OesrerenGexeoor(h 0. HMTEUED LA\GHIHH MAITLD, LOGOOTLO| Go 
QLb creotm QUNCENS (HW Qeogred OuUGSluiled uMUYL. Big.60(6F STEOTM SM Mleor 
AIGUUCOLUNE UHH (HSS COucdorh lo. SVE EhWINM) E601] Hemo_saroes 
SMVMEEULbSaM|o GMUMbW QeveunmMleor Seoruled HemMwHs Orons QF 
QEHAGSS Coiccomhw. HuUmMMMleo Agqguucm_ulieo Seoeyt uuu 
G1LI 1151 Ch & & C eu 600T LD. Gacy Nolo s HLAYMBS AnmMnrt weoreostGeor 
SlIQEDSE CHT GTOOTM| SALILLIGOTITIT (HEITLD SEVEIEUL1g.60 SMILGILUIULIG HHS GeevorcbLD. 
SUWWIGOTIMIT GHEMLD LOMEIMM(H BEVEIEUL1G.60 EU(THLO ‘@evnrnreslest err et 6T 6OT 1) 
HETOVMNSEGS HAMSGESH HenMF5GS STOUCONIS QHHSH! SFY Muyo uimecorig wi 
Locorenteofleot Qrereut sot sreotmM| QUM CHEN GQMenen EUMUILILJerrerr SI. 
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SEMBIAN KAN DIYUR CELT - A RELOOK 


Dr. N. Marxiagandhi 


Former Deputy Superintending Archaeologist 
Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology 





A s all know that Sembiyan Kandiyur neolithic Celt with some Indus like 

symbols have been discovered by TNSDA in 2006. In continuation of that 
most of the scholars on Indus research commented about the signs, axe and its 
period. 


In view of this it 1s realised that a relook has been needed for further understanding 
and progress. 


This paper is a humble attempt in that direction. 





LOST CHeueor SOILD — mh) BeoeleuLch eurréluLjserfleo 
Geo LommmrmAlserr 


Dr. R. Poongundran 


Former Assistant Director 





Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology 


Lipase ElemLSGW 89 Sibipu UTTMS SOOOULbhSeMers O\SMEoo(h 

LOIGU OUP SWiey Hremed QeveflulLL QUEM HTTEUSL WSTCHeucor 
AQMTSOETCW CFHW. HHSVEUL(hHSetled HIMUSMEdo(hS HSMTE0 SeucheoLw 
Der|_MTLLLO EULPIWITESLI LIED SAIL EUTEILIL|S6DSMULD, LOM JOUITEILILJSEDEMTULD D_(THEUMEGLO 
EILI(THEDLD QUMMEUTTS Hou ler GSIMMT. GSLOILO Lied YFHIW! Sh WiEy (LPig. 64 ener 
AUT HefHFAHoronny creotus) CuUIMMISMSASGSHWSs). amMSGemmwi 2500 sme 
OFWWJETHEM COSHH HEOL SHS GUTSHIAIW OEFHSUILY HeomL_uilemeorus QuOMGHHS 
CunSlai Semen LMM) Qeivig AWN Sflws FTE Hevemed erectus] SVILIMNL_ FHSS. 
AOOfSS aMnieure udsemosayps Oeueflui_ns OF ubsmluSsSie SWp 
UNTO SOOCULSet 2 OS CUTMMILO QULL GWT 2 withs) lm s&leorm sy. 
FFipSSle0 1000 6 CGWmMuLL SHoauLhmaer Fem_S&leormMent. Siemeu ums) 
Lijeoorenlsneorn Siflui mired eQedtemm GleuefluiL_chererny. SihiHMenmeou iileorLm wl 
OAT SemvwHIAHHS Curslaiw umsusmseefleo Coum) u__sne OmmMeo 
ACMWHH(HUUF) GUIUMIL_ 55555). OHH voi pSuuL_LSns OiHHsS CurFlayio 
Feo QeWFHlSor ObuULbU Cureor Hlemeoull albuLLemsu UMM! QmiG S,wWiey 
QFWWILILIC SIM SF. 


LSTCHeueot Meurer eueflultcherert eumeanmalserfleo Feo eurr'FwiLy LommmMMmalaerr 
ELF WILIGEUCEOOTLG. WEE GH] LOMMAIGHEMLD HEGEUL 1G. 6d Gleue SHiewmM ereotLiems Geuett 
SIEM M STEOTMILO SUITES EOMLD. C1EUCOOTHITFILICOT STEOTLIGMS GErk6doT HIT FILIGOT STEOTEDYILD 
CUTE (LPIQ.WILD. MMIEAITLOMIGEOLD HEDEIEUL1G.ED G1EUEOT AIHIMEOT GTEOTM eurlLiemu 





GIEUEOT HAHEOT CTEOTMILD OUMTFIBAEOMLD. HAHMEOT eTooTm) GeumIslen Bevo eu chHerflayiio 
CUTFSSULL(STSTH]. HHHF QETMBSEMEN Stet ereotGmM Elesiretrert(LPig WjLo 


Gleo HenmM Herfleor G\UMCHeM LomMmMLo 


LOSoTEOTITT CaTUMled SECIEUL1G.6D LIIOTMILD Hig. 6S ETOOTM QETO MISS SHMMIBS 
ETEOTSMNIT STEOTM| QLITCHEM OME SCOTTI. SSOTTEd Hig. ooBUNEd COuHLO SHUCHM 
DUT LIUIM FLO QUMMSOTT SM EHS] Sig. 6D OULITEOTMIED Lig GS OLUHH LOW|T FTLOGOT DHS 
LUIMEAWLO QuMmMneor. Ce.af.aLiTLWccoflu SWWIT Seuraeer Qenm_SHeveleriig.evo 
LIUNEOTMIMEUHL SQ6OSHMOUEMLO CTOoTUS!] CULOLOMPluled Sig STEMS Moor ereorm) 
ACM PSSUOUMISCOMH] COTM) Fr] GEOFTOO VUEOLUTHISSHLULOOLW! HMOUEMLO 
eTEOTM QLINCHET HaTeTeUTT. OHSU QundGer FlmsG. 





IVCS VENUS OCTANNIAL FESTIVAL TABLET 


Sukumar Rajagopal 





Independent Researcher 


.° the Indus Valley Civilization (IVC), the tablet H-182 (Parpola 1994 Fig 13.3 
provided as Fig 1 below), denotes the celebration or festival that was held once 
every 8 years, when Venus returns to the same heliacal rising point in the sky. 
And that the sign sequence 1s a Symbologram (my coinage to mean a message 
coded as symbols) which represents a single entry from an ancient astrological 
almanac panchangam/panjika. This tablet could be one entry from a larger series 
of seals and tablets that may have constituted a Harappan celestial omen list. 


We also point to what may have been the actual venue of this Octennial Festival, 
which solves another long standing puzzle in the IVC research community. To 
show that this hypothesis has predictive power, 1n the concluding section of this 
paper, we demonstrate how the first ever IVC seal discovered, can be deciphered 
using the same methodology. 
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AUTHOR, ORIGIN AND CHRONOLOGY OF 
TAMILI SCRIPT- TTS STAGES OF 
DEVELOPMENT — RECENT FINDINGS 


Dr. S.Rajavelu 


Adjunct Faculty Department of History 
Alagappa University 
Karaikkudi 





ae of South Indian Palaeography and Epigraphy could not simply ignore 
the tremendous contribution of Iravatham Mahadevan’s works in the field 
of Tamil script. His magnum opus books on Early Tamil Epigraphy, its revised 
edition is an eye-opener for the researchers in the respective fields. When he 
researched the topic of Early Tamil Epigraphy, not much scientific data and dates 
have arrived for the fixation of the date, origin and the authorship of the Tamili 
or Tamil-Brahmi script. He fixes the date for Tamili script to the 2"’-century 
BCE and the script was according to him originated from Mauryan Brahmi. He 
strongly advocated that the Tamili or Tamil- Brahmi script was borrowed by the 
Tamils through Jaina monks of North India around the 2"? Century BCE. Since 
the successful decipherment of the cavern inscriptions by K.V.Subramaniya 
Ayer, almost all the scholars in the field of South Indian Palaeography and 
Epigraphy had the opinion that the cavern inscriptions were used by the Tamil 
people for the language Tamil around the 3 or 2"? Century BCE and the script 
was introduced in Tamil country either by Jains or Buddhist or Ajivika monks. 


The theory was further strengthened by Iravatham Mahadevan and fixed its 
date to the 2" Century BCE and he strongly believed that the Tamili script was 
of Jaina origin. However, the scholars like K.V. Ramesh, P.R. Srinivasan, M.D. 
Sampath, Natana.Kasinathan and the author of this article held a view that the 
script was created by the Tamil people around the 5" Century BCE, prior to the 





Asokan period to suit the Tamil language on the basis of palaeography, regional 
variation, phonetic differences and orthographic features. 


The above view is further supported by the recent scientific radiometric dates 
arrived from the excavations at Porunthal, Kodumanal and Keeladi by K. Rajan 
and the Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology. Further, the scientific 
data pushes the chronology of Tamili script to the 6" or 7" century BCE. These 
scientific dates from the excavations shed more light on the chronology of the 
script which gives the clue to examine the authorship of the Cavern inscriptions, 
whether the beds in the natural cavern along with the Tamili inscriptions associated 
with the Jaina or Buddhist or Ajivika monks or the native Tamil scholars. This 
paper 1s in the light of the recent archaeological findings and palaeographical 
and orthographical grounds, analysing the chronology, origin and authorship 
of the Tamili inscriptions. Besides the stages of development is also discussed. 
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FHISSTOS SOLD — Aon) Cronslomieer, 
(LDHA|ODM HEM, SITrHEM 


Arumuga Seetharaman 





Independent Researcher 


COTEDMILI GF,LPOOlEd FTHISSITED MHMTEOOTLLIOMILIED CET AIOUCHLO 605 HIEOMWINS OEMs}. 

HMEOOWIOMWIED DA WEYSEM LIGOEYL QSHTLTHH! CleuefleumHs eucoorevor(lp etrar or. 
GQeueumWeysen oS THM HreoorwieMlwied suenTEedaes cuerE_nSETULEOTEUTW HAemisHeo 
Geeoor(bL. HMTevowiewlwied FiemMuiled Clon H#lTmiser, (lPSHlomT SET LOM MILO UHHH Her 
QOLw auMMererer. OSS SL Heosuilo Sidip Arn) e1pSHiui QuNM\LLeten Sts Her, 
CLOT SIT MHIGET, (LPS H16OT SEHHE LOLChGL (LPHSIWIFHIOULD QM hHH| OT(LPSLILIL (HEMET S|. Sala 
HTOSHH|O er IPSSMIOY FLPSMW WL SFSled ied s7SSlanionGenny wSSluUMELo uTEwMuICcGHs si 
TOUBMEG TIPSAIL! QUNMILIYSTOT StEeGer, (pSSlooN Get LoMmMio Crlonrslomiaen &mHs 
SMEOTMIBSEMTS Oxilor ral Goo M or. 


Gionélo mise 


DT LIT. DET, AP|So Meo, Hlwieot EHeve0T, Hl Teor, Hlwireor, SiHSlareot, Gut Seustreor, 
GlONEMFFEMLOLITEOT, 5] Hoo. 


(pS 5lomn Hetr 
GMenieor, LINTMHeor, ilevosisleor, hleoHeor, 


SIT Gr Hel 


ALICUuIpS|, A\SVAHWYsOMW HSVOUYsOMW, OTNSCSIEMS, GL HouciGanens, 
ASleoreoreot eT HiT Meot CethHeoor. 





REMINISCENCES OF PADMASRI 
IRAVATHAM MAHADEVAN 


T. S. Subramanian 





Independent Researcher 


he late Iravatham Mahadevan excelled in five fields that he took to: 

administration, Tamil-Brahmi script, the Indus script, numismatics and 
journalism. I first met him after he had resigned from the Indian Administrative 
Service (IAS) and he had become the Executive Director, Indian Express, Chennai, 
in the early 1980s. I was a reporter in Indian Express then and I have seen how 
several decisions he took then endeared him to the workers. I continued to be 
a reporter in Indian Express when Mahadevan later became Editor, Dinamani 
and he introduced far-reaching reforms in the use of de-Sanskritised Tamil in 
the newspaper. He devoted 50 years of his life to visiting, documenting and 
deciphering Tamil Brahmi inscriptions which were found engraved on the brows 
of natural caverns on hills in Tamil Nadu, and on pottery, coins and rings. His 
work Corpus of Tamil Brahmi Inscriptions, 1966, led to a wave of exploration 
to locate these Tamil Brahmi sites in the State. His “Early Tamil Epigraphy: 
From the Earliest Times to the Sixth Century A.D.”, 2003 which, to quote 
R. Champakalakshm1, “is the result of more than forty years of dedication and 
penance, is truly Mahadevan’s magnum opus.” In documenting these Tamil 
Brahmi inscriptions, he achieved what massive organisations such as the ASI, 
the Central universities and State-funded universities with their enormous 
resources could not do. He established that the language of these Tamil-Brahm1 
inscriptions is Old Tamil and that these inscriptions are the oldest writings in 
any Dravidian language. They are also the oldest Jaina inscriptions in India. 
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His interpretation of these inscriptions revealed the depth of his scholarship in 
Tamil literature and linguistics. When doubts were raised on the “authenticity” 
of the Jambai Tamil Brahmi inscription on “Satiyaputo Atiyaman Neduman 
Anji’, he used his administrative skill and imaginative methods to prove that 
the inscription was not a fake. 


On the Harappan front, Mahadevan’s another monumental work, “The Indus 
Script: Text, Concordance and Tables’, 1977, continues to be the basis for scholars 
to do advanced research in the Harappan script. He argued that the language 
of the Indus script “1s an early form of Dravidian”. He believed that he had 
“discovered important clues for interpreting many of the frequent [Indus] signs 
and sequences, proving conclusively the Dravidian character of the language...” 





